












 
 
 

Testimonial Letter to the Brunswick Town Council on Social Services Spending 
May 8, 2025 

 
Thank you to the Town of Brunswick for your commitment to serving our neighbors in need 
through the social services budget in 2024.  I’m writing on behalf of Mid Coast Hunger 
Prevention Program (MCHPP) to support the proposed increase in funding for the 2025 
budget year to $45,000 from $20,000. .  
 
The mission of MCHPP is to offer dignity and empowerment by providing all members of our 
community with access to healthy food. Funding support from individuals, foundations, and 
government sources are all critical to meeting this mission. With federal funding cuts to The 
Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP) greatly impacting our ability to source food, 
local support is more critical than ever.  
 
In 2024, over 8,000 people in our community accessed food assistance through one or more 
of MCHPP’s programs. This included over 16,000 free grocery shopping visits to our food 
pantry- the largest number of annual visits in our 40+ year history. You can see the 
staggering increase in need demonstrated by the below chart tracking pantry visits from 
6,710 in 2019 to 16,301 in 2024.  
 
During the current budget year, MCHPP received a 
grant of $5,000 from the Town of Brunswick via the 
social services fund. This grant, and others like it, help 
ensure the critical programming described above.  
 
MCHPP is grateful to the Town of Brunswick for their 
commitment to supporting social service organizations 
like ours in our efforts to make sure the basic needs of 
every member of our community are met.  
 
We are delighted to see a proposed increase in 
funding of the critical social services that so many in 
the Town of Brunswick depend upon every day.  
  
Thank you for your attention and consideration,  
 
Alyssa Schoppee 
Development Director 
Mid Coast Hunger Prevention Program 

 



14 Maine St, Suite 100, Brunswick, ME 04011 
 

2025 May Brunswick Town Council Testimony 
 

Dear members of the Brunswick Town Council: 
 
On behalf of VOA Northern New England, a community nonprofit organization headquartered in 
Brunswick, I submit this written testimony in support of a proposed increase to the Social 
Services budget. For over 30 years, VOA has been providing affordable housing, residential 
treatment, and support services to underserved, under-resourced, and under-represented 
communities throughout Maine. Our mission is to help people take on the most difficult tasks 
and provide opportunities for individual and community involvement. We provide access to 
tools and resources that help our neighbors claim their independence and live safe, successful 
lives. 
 
Most notably, in the Brunswick area, we have focused our efforts on addressing the needs of 
young adults and their families facing homelessness and other dangerous situations. We work 
toward finding permanent housing for young adults and their families by providing housing 
vouchers and helping them locate safe, appropriate, and affordable housing. In collaboration 
with a network of willing landlords, we are keeping people housed in their hometown, where 
they work, near family, friends, and support networks, with access to services that help them 
learn independence and accountability. Our small, but mighty Young Adult Rapid Rehousing 
program is the only statewide program helping people 18 -24 years old and their families 
address the systemic issues that make it difficult to obtain and maintain housing. 
 
Funding from the Town of Brunswick’s Social Services Fund has been of critical importance in 
focusing our efforts on outreach to young adults and offering daily living supplies. These funds 
have put emergency kits in the hands of youth and young families living in places unfit for 
human habitation. Kits include first aid supplies, hygiene supplies, space blankets, and ponchos. 
These critical safety supplies are simply a short-term resource for youth who are taking 
intentional steps to secure housing. Funding from the town also gets young adults and their 
families in the door of their new homes; helping to cover the incidentals that often cascade 
individuals back into homelessness. 
 
This increase to the social services budget is an increase in support for your neighbors. It is 
keeping people housed, connected to the services they need to thrive, and to contribute to the 
community. 
 
Thank you for keeping Brunswick a welcoming and safe place to live, 
 
 
Dante Granatiero, CFRE 
Development Manager 
VOA Northern New England 














