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Draft 
TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes 
January 20, 2026 
Regular Meeting 

 
Present: Richard Ellis, James Ecker, Corinne Perreault, Kim Anderson, Jennifer 

Hicks, Ramona Thieme, Steve Weems, Kathy Wilson, and Nathan 
MacDonald. 

 
Councilors Absent: None 
 
Town Staff Present: Julia Henze, Town Manager; Jay Astle, Assistant Town Manager; Fran 

Smith, Town Clerk; Scott Stewart, Police Chief; Sally Costello, Director 
of Economic Development; Trey Crews, Town Engineer; Chrissy 
Adamowicz, Project Manager; and video crew. 

 
Chair MacDonald called the meeting to order, and asked if the meeting was properly noticed, 
and asked for the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Adjustments to Agenda: None 
 
Public Comments/Announcements: (This item was discussed at 6:31 p.m.) 
 
Councilor Weems spoke about an art show at the library commemorating the Frank J. Wood 
Bridge, which runs until the end of January. 
 
Chair MacDonald announced that the Council held a retreat last Saturday and set the year's 
priorities, including work on housing, growth management, and Comprehensive Plan 
implementation. 
 
Jim Trusiani spoke regarding the Council putting fiscal responsibility at the bottom and spending 
money at the top. He had concerns with the cost overruns on the Maine Street sidewalk project. 
He asked whether the Council had directed the Police Department not to work with Federal 
agencies, and about the status of the armored vehicle that had been approved but not yet 
received. 
 
Judy Melcher-King, of Brunswick Invisible, spoke about her concern for her neighbors in 
Brunswick. 
 
Ella Tabasky and Remy (last name unknown) expressed concerns about the new Mainers and 
how they add to this community and make it stronger. 
 
Jennifer Navarro spoke about concerns about the Tedford paths to Walmart, which have empty 
alcohol bottles on them. The low barrier operation affects neighborhoods and safety.  She wanted 
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to know whom at the state she should speak to regarding her concerns with the Comprehensive 
Plan. 
MANAGER’S REPORT (This item was discussed at 6:46 p.m.) 
 
a) Financial Reports – December 2025 
 
Manager Henze provided this report. 
 
b) 2024-25 Annual Comprehensive Financial Report (ACFR) / Popular Annual Report 

(PAFR) 
 

Manager Henze provided this report. 
 
c) FY 2026-2027 Budget and 2027-31 Capital Improvement Program 
 
Manager Henze provided this report. 
 
d) Dog Licensing Reminder 

 
Clerk Smith provided this report. 
 
e) Brunswick Comprehensive Plan 
 
Manager Henze provided this report. 
 
f) Restoration Advisory Board Update  

 
David Page provided this report and responded to questions from Councilor Ecker, Councilor 
Hicks, and Councilor Weems. 
 
Councilor Ecker and Councilor Thieme asked questions to which Manager Henze responded.  
 
Councilor Ellis spoke regarding this item. 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
  
3. The Town Council will consider approving the transfer of monies forfeited to the 

Brunswick Police Department from different cases listed below to total $4,700.99 
and will take any appropriate action. (Police Chief) (This item was discussed at 7:23 
p.m.) 

• Cumberland County Unified Criminal Court Doc. CR-22-02471 $1,223.00 
• Cumberland County Unified Criminal Court Doc. CR-24-02283 $3,090.00 
• Cumberland County Unified Criminal Court Doc. CR-22-3450 $387.99 
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Chief Stewart introduced this item and responded to questions from Councilor Hicks and 
Councilor Thieme. 
 
Councilor Wilson moved, Councilor Ellis seconded, to approve the transfer of monies 
forfeited to the Brunswick Police Department in the total of $4,700.99. The motion carried 
with nine (9) yeas. 
 
(A copy of the court notice for each is attached to the permanent record.) 
 
4. The Town Council will consider adopting the updated Town Towing Policy and 

Guidelines and will take any appropriate action. (Police Chief) (This item was 
discussed at 7:26 p.m.) 

 
Chief Stewart and Clerk Smith introduced this item. 
 
Jennifer Navarro spoke regarding this item. 
 
Councilor Hicks moved, Councilor Wilson seconded, to adopt the updated Town Towing 
Policy and Guidelines. The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
(A copy of the adopted policy will be attached to the official minutes) 
 
5. The Town Council will receive a report and discuss the Lemont Block sidewalk 

redesign. (Town Manager and Town Engineer) (This item was discussed at 7:31 p.m.) 
 
Manager Henze and Engineer Crews introduced this item. 
 
Councilor Ellis, Councilor Wilson, Councilor Ecker, Councilor Hicks, Councilor Thieme, Chair 
MacDonald, and Councilor Weems asked questions to which Manager Henze and Engineer 
Crews responded. 
 
Councilor Ellis and Councilor Ecker spoke regarding this item. 
 
Director Costello spoke regarding this item. 
 
Public Comments 
Jim Trusiani 
Jennifer Navarro 

 
6. The Town Council will consider setting a public hearing for February 2, 2026, to 

amend Chapter 15 – Traffic and Vehicles, including Article III – Specific Street 
Regulations and Article IV – Stopping, Standing, and Parking proposing Town Hall 
Place as a one way street, relocate an existing loading zone, and designate parking 
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on the north side of Town Hall Place as two-hour parking and will take any 
appropriate action. (Town Engineer) (This item was discussed at 8:07 p.m.) 

 
Engineer Crews introduced this item and responded to questions from Councilor Wilson. 
 
Councilor Ellis moved, Councilor Ecker seconded, to set a public hearing for February 2, 
2026, to amend Chapter 15 – Traffic and Vehicles, including Article III – Specific Street 
Regulations and Article IV – Stopping, Standing, and Parking proposing Town Hall Place 
as a one-way street, relocate an existing loading zone, and designate parking on the north 
side of Town Hall Place as two-hour parking. The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA (This item was discussed at 8:11 p.m.) 

a) Minutes – December 1, 2025, December 15, 2025, and January 5, 2026 
b) Knights of Columbus Cribbage 
c) Closure Authority to Shellfish Committee 

 
The minutes of December 1, 2025, and December 15, 2025, will be voted on separate since new 
councilors were not on the Council at the time of these meetings. 
 
Chair MacDonald moved, Councilor Wilson seconded, to approve the minutes of December 
1, 2025, and December 15, 2025. The motion carried with six (6) yeas. Councilor Ellis, 
Councilor Thieme, and Councilor Perreault abstained. 
 
Councilor Wilson moved, Councilor Ecker seconded, to approve the remaining Consent 
Agenda. The motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
Councilor Wilson moved, Councilor Thieme seconded motion to adjourn the meeting. The 
motion carried with nine (9) yeas. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: THESE MINUTES ARE ACTION MINUTES.  THE ENTIRE 
MEETING CAN BE VIEWED AT WWW.BRUNSWICKME.GOV.  
 

 
 
Frances M. Smith 
Town Clerk 

February 2, 2026 
Date of Approval 

 
 
 

http://www.brunswickme.gov/
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Town of Brunswick, Maine 
INCORPORATED 1739 
ASSESSING DEPARTMENT 

Phone: (207) 725-6650 
Web: www.brunswickme.gov 
Add: 85 Union St. Brunswick, ME 04011 

 
MEMORANDUM 

TO: Julia Henze, Town Manager 
Brunswick Town Council 

  
FROM: Taylor Burns, Assessor, CMA-3 
  
DATE: January 22, 2026 
  
SUBJECT: Council Abatement 

 

It has come to my attention that the property located at 41 Larry Lane, tax map 51 lot 1-
406, was assessed to the wrong owner, resulting in an error. This error resulted in the 
removal of the homestead exemption, which should have remained in place.  Therefore, 
I am requesting the Town Council to grant an abatement under Title 36 M.R.S.A. 
§841(1) for the following tax year: 

Year Abated Value Abated Tax 
2023 $12,100 $281.81 

 

If approved, please complete and forward to the Tax Collector to process the 
abatement. 

Presented to Town Council (date):  
  
Approved by Town Council (date):  
  
Town Clerk Attestation:  
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Town of Brunswick, Maine 
 

OFFICE OF THE TOWN MANAGER 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Town Council  
  
FROM: Julia Henze, Town Manager 
  
DATE: January 27, 2026 
 
SUBJECT: Annual Resolution authorizing Waiver of Foreclosure 
   
 

 
Annually, prior to the automatic Foreclosure of Real Estate Tax Liens in February, the Town 
Manager requests authorization from the Council for the Town Treasurer to waive foreclosure on 
certain properties.  This authorization is only used in situations where the Town Manager 
determines that the Town is best served by not assuming ownership of a property. 
 
In accordance with Brunswick’s Tax Acquired Real Estate Policy, the process is as follows: 
 
Article 2. Impending Foreclosure and Review of Properties 

2.1 At the time of the mailing of the notice of impending foreclosure required under Title 36 
MRSA section 943, the treasurer shall forward a copy of the list of properties subject to 
foreclosure to the town manager.  The town manager, tax assessor, and codes enforcement 
officer are encouraged to review the list of properties subject to foreclosure to determine if 
it would be in the Town’s best interest, as determined by the town manager, to waive 
foreclosure.  Instances where the Town may not want to foreclose include but are not 
limited to: 

 
a. The property is known to have or is suspected of having environmental problems. 
b. The property may be a hazard to the public health or welfare. 
c. There is an easement on the property that makes the property an undesirable one to 

own. 
d. The property has value only to the owner(s) and would have little or no market 

value.   
 
The Finance Dept. is currently compiling the list of outstanding 2024 tax liens (for unpaid 2023-24 
taxes), has sent notices to property owners and interested parties, and is requesting review and 
recommendations from the Assessing and Codes Enforcement staff.  Every effort is made to collect 
outstanding taxes and fees, and any waivers of foreclosure will be filed just prior to the foreclosure 
date. 
 
I recommend that the Council approve this annual resolution authorizing waiver of foreclosure. 
 



X:\Finance\Finance\Taxes\Forms\Waiver Resolution 02022026.docx 

TOWN OF BRUNSWICK, MAINE 
TOWN COUNCIL 

 
Resolution Authorizing the Town Treasurer to Waive Foreclosure on  

Certain Real Estate Tax Lien Mortgages 
 
 
WHEREAS, On August 27, 2024 the Tax Collector for the Town of Brunswick, pursuant 
to 36 MRSA §942 and §943, filed tax lien mortgage certificates in the Cumberland County 
Registry of Deeds to secure payment of real estate taxes that were assessed on April 1, 
2023 and unpaid as of August 27, 2024; and 
 
WHEREAS, on February 27, 2026 those tax lien mortgages will foreclose if the 
outstanding real estate taxes, including interest and costs, are not paid in full; and 
 
WHEREAS, upon foreclosure the Town of Brunswick will acquire title to the properties 
secured by the tax lien mortgage certificates; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town Manager, in consultation with the Tax Assessor, Codes 
Enforcement Officer and Finance Director, has determined that there are certain properties 
in such condition that the Town's interest is better served in not acquiring them; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town Manager is recommending that the Town not acquire such 
properties; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to 36 MRSA §944, the Town 
Treasurer be authorized to waive foreclosure on any properties that the Town Manager has 
determined are not in the Town's interest to acquire; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Treasurer be authorized to file, in the 
Cumberland County Registry of Deeds, certificates waiving foreclosure on the identified 
properties. 
 
 
Proposed to Town Council:  February 2, 2026 
Adopted by Town Council:   
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TOWN OF BRUNSWICK, MAINE 
TOWN COUNCIL 

 
Resolution Authorizing the Town Treasurer to Waive Foreclosure on  

Certain Real Estate Tax Lien Mortgages 
 
 
WHEREAS, On August 27, 2024 the Tax Collector for the Town of Brunswick, pursuant 
to 36 MRSA §942 and §943, filed tax lien mortgage certificates in the Cumberland County 
Registry of Deeds to secure payment of real estate taxes that were assessed on April 1, 
2023 and unpaid as of August 27, 2024; and 
 
WHEREAS, on February 27, 2026 those tax lien mortgages will foreclose if the 
outstanding real estate taxes, including interest and costs, are not paid in full; and 
 
WHEREAS, upon foreclosure the Town of Brunswick will acquire title to the properties 
secured by the tax lien mortgage certificates; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town Manager, in consultation with the Tax Assessor, Codes 
Enforcement Officer and Finance Director, has determined that there are certain properties 
in such condition that the Town's interest is better served in not acquiring them; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town Manager is recommending that the Town not acquire such 
properties; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that pursuant to 36 MRSA §944, the Town 
Treasurer be authorized to waive foreclosure on any properties that the Town Manager has 
determined are not in the Town's interest to acquire; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Treasurer be authorized to file, in the 
Cumberland County Registry of Deeds, certificates waiving foreclosure on the identified 
properties. 
 
 
Proposed to Town Council:  February 2, 2026 
Adopted by Town Council:   
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