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Town of Brunswick, Maine

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE STEERING COMMITTEE
85 UNION STREET, BRUNSWICK, ME  04011

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE STEERING COMMITTEE
AGENDA

BRUNSWICK TOWN HALL
85 UNION STREET

ROOM 206
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2025

6:30 PM

1. Roll Call

2. Adjustments to the Agenda

3. Correspondence

4. Public Comment

5. Approval of Minutes
a. November 7, 2024

6. New Business
a. Update from Haley Ward

7. Old Business
a. Bowdoin Housing and Real Estate

8. Other Business
a. Next regular meeting date: March 6, 2025

9. Adjourn

There is an opportunity to attend this meeting in person or view the meeting via zoom.

How to watch and comment via Zoom:

Use the link below to join the webinar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81033202314?pwd=QasXaymoJFaYviR0st3MwxqCSIC1v8.1

Passcode: Q 8 j 3 P m 

Comments are allowed during the public comment period at the discretion of the committee chair.
Public comments must be submitted through the Zoom platform by “raising your hand” and being

acknowledged by the host or by entering questions in the Q&A chat.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81033202314?pwd=QasXaymoJFaYviR0st3MwxqCSIC1v8.1%20


Information on Bowdoin College – OƯ campus housing and other real estate 

Response to comments at the 1/2/2025 Comprehensive Plan Update Committee 

 

Enrollment: While annual enrollment varies with population/class size demographics and other 
factors, the average Fall enrollment at Bowdoin over the last ten years has hovered at around 1,850 
students. There was some significant variation in recent years due to the Covid-19 pandemic which 
resulted in a low of 1,776 students in 2020, followed by a high of 1,948 in Fall 2021 reflecting 
deferments due to Covid. Most recently, the Fall 2024 enrollment was 1,873 and will drop to an 
estimated 1,825 for the Spring semester as more students traditionally choose to study abroad in 
the spring.  

OƯ-campus housing: While Bowdoin is primarily a residential college, there has historically been 
some number of upper class students who choose to live oƯ campus, generally between 110 – 150 
students. During the first part of the last decade, the number of students living oƯ campus 
increased, and in the fall of 2016, there was a high of 217 students living oƯ campus. This led to an 
eƯort by the administration to reassess the state of, and options for upper class housing on 
campus, and to revise the OƯ Campus housing policy. The result of this initiative was the 
construction of two new upper class residence halls that featured apartment style living, 
reconfiguration of other upper class dormitory spaces to oƯer more single rooms, and 
establishment of new limits on the number of students who would be granted permission to live oƯ 
campus. For AY 2017-18, the limit was set at 200. That limit decreased over the next two academic 
years to 185, and then to 150 where it has remained since 2019. The new residence halls came 
online in 2019 and 2020 and in the past 3 years, the number of students living oƯ campus has 
hovered around 100. We have 1809 assignable beds in our residence halls, which includes some 
reasonable cushion for swing space, thus requiring only 67 students to live oƯ campus this fall, 
which is comfortably below the average number of oƯ-campus living requests received each year. 

Real estate: The college owns a number of properties within close proximity to the campus that are 
rented to new/visiting faculty. The college pays property tax on these properties, and they are 
subject to the same valuation process as any single-family home. Property used for academic 
purposes, including residence halls for students, is exempt from local property taxes. If the College 
purchases a property for faculty housing, that property remains on the tax rolls. For the example of 
the Boody Street property purchased by the College, not only did the property remain on the tax 
rolls, but the sale triggered a revaluation of the property, increasing the Town’s tax revenue as a 
result of the sale. 

The College is not buying single family houses and converting them to residence halls. There has 
been the rare occasion when the College has purchased a property that was on the tax rolls and 
converted it to a college use, making the property eligible for tax exemption. This occurred in 2023 
with the oƯice building at 240 Maine Street. Consistent with College policy, Bowdoin increased its 
voluntary contribution to the Town by the amount of the real estate tax assessment, oƯsetting any 
impact of the acquisition to the Town’s revenue.  




