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Town of Brunswick, Maine

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE STEERING COMMITTEE
85 UNION STREET, BRUNSWICK, ME  04011

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE STEERING COMMITTEE
AGENDA

BRUNSWICK TOWN HALL
85 UNION STREET

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2025
6:00 PM

1. Roll Call

2. Adjustments to the Agenda

3. Correspondence

4. Public Comment

5. Approval of Minutes

6. New Business

7. Old Business
a. Continued Discussion – Decision on Growth Area Boundary
b. Continued Discussion – Final Recommendations for Draft Plan Updates

8. Other Business
a. Next meeting date: November 6, 2025

9. Adjourn

There is an opportunity to attend this meeting in person or view the meeting via zoom.

How to watch and comment via Zoom:

Use the link below to join the webinar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81079478221?pwd=l92UfR4R9IhzCXEbsWpcojsPKxY22e.1

Passcode: y Y P 5 2 U 

Comments are allowed during the public comment period at the discretion of the committee chair.
Public comments must be submitted through the Zoom platform by “raising your hand” and being

acknowledged by the host or by entering questions in the Q&A chat.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81079478221?pwd=l92UfR4R9IhzCXEbsWpcojsPKxY22e.1


From: Barbara Snapp
To: Plan Brunswick
Subject: Comments regarding growth area designations
Date: Sunday, September 28, 2025 6:06:15 PM

Dear Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee:

I am writing to comment on the Options A and B for growth in Brunswick, which I understand
is up for discussion and maybe a vote at your October 2 meeting. Unfortunately, I am out of
town and unable to attend the meeting.  This email states my concerns.

I have 2 concerns:  1) type of growth in the neighborhoods near me, and 2) abdication of town
authority over growth density to the state.

Regarding growth on the east side of Woodside Road:  I live in the Willow Grove community
and walk and drive on Woodside.  Designating the area south of Arrowhead and east of
Woodside as “Designated Growth” as shown on Option B with its higher urbanized level of
density will be a jarring shift from the surrounding semi-rural density and will create a
substantial increase in traffic along a road that is not designated to handle it – and doesn’t even
have a sidewalk for pedestrians.  A connection to Arrowhead would add so much traffic to that
neighborhood that it will alter the quiet character that exists there now.

In addition, the incipient proposal to develop the land immediately south of Arrowhead will
have a major impact on the local ecology.  Drainage issues from a high number of homes will
impact the Arrowhead community, and human activity will interfere with the local animals
that live in existing wetlands and vernal pools and others that inhabit the adjacent preserve.
Changes in distribution, movement and behavior of animals will be especially affected. 
Brunswick has made preservation of this area a top priority.  To allow high-density
development is counter to that historical effort.  

I urge the Steering Committee to support Option A which provides a more appropriate
transition in density from existing development closer to town and the rural/semi-rural
development that exists east of Woodside Road and south of Arrowhead Drive.  Furthermore,
it seems short-sighted of the Town to allow the State to determine development density when
it is existing Brunswick’s residents who will be impacted by the change in character of
development and who will have to fund infrastructure improvements needed to support higher
density development.

Thank you for taking these concerns seriously.

Sincerely, Barbara Snapp
84 Willow Grove Rd, Brunswick, Maine

-- 
Dr. Barbara Denniston Snapp

mailto:snappbd@gmail.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=3fabf684fe4a425399327993435a6893-e023b98d-4c


84 Willow Grove Rd                    Summer:  16 Crab Cove Ln
Brunswick, ME  04011                                 Steuben, ME  04680
207-721-0708 (home) 
207-522-2601 (cell)
www.povartistsmaine.com
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From: Kacy Hintze
To: Plan Brunswick
Subject: Public Comment on growth map
Date: Sunday, September 28, 2025 8:14:22 PM

To Steering Committee,

I am writing to submit my public comment to the steering committee regarding the growth
area scenario maps that were discussed at the September 4th meeting. 

First, I would like to see a more tempered approach to the growth area map, so I
prefer scenario A. I agree with the sentiment expressed late in that meeting that perhaps
the designated growth area of scenario B is too aggressive, especially in light of the amount of
local control we might or might not retain in the designated growth areas. 

If the committee is tending toward scenario B, I would like to suggest that the transitional
growth zone on the west side of town begin at Greenwood road or the CMP lines so that the
O'Donnell, Woodside, Arrowhead and Meredith neighborhoods be categorized as transitional
rather than designated growth areas. All other edges of town have a transitional growth zone
proposed except the west area that starkly transitions from designated growth to
rural/farm/conservation with no transition (in scenario B). I imagine that most residents feel
like they are leaving the congested designated growth area of town when the speed limit
increases and transitions to a more open and rural setting. Not only would this stick with the
character of the neighborhoods, it would retain more town control in the zoning and
development of this fringe transitional neighborhood of town.

Thank you for hearing my input.

-- 
* *  *   *    *     *
Kacy Hintze
28 Arrowhead Dr
kacy.hintze@gmail.com
207.406.0063
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From: Nathan Hintze
To: Plan Brunswick
Subject: Public Comment on Growth Area Scenario Maps
Date: Monday, September 29, 2025 10:39:15 AM

Dear Steering Committee Members,

I am submitting this comment in response to the growth area scenario maps presented at the
September 4th meeting.

Overall, I believe the committee should adopt a more measured approach to growth, which is
why I find Scenario A more appropriate. As was noted toward the end of the discussion, the
amount of growth outlined in Scenario B feels somewhat overreaching—particularly given the
uncertainty around how much local control we would ultimately retain in those designated
growth areas.

If the committee is inclined to pursue Scenario B, I urge you to reconsider the boundaries on
the west side of town. Specifically, I would recommend beginning the transitional growth
zone at Greenwood Road or along the CMP lines, so that the O’Donnell, Woodside,
Arrowhead, and Meredith neighborhoods would fall under transitional rather than designated
growth. In its current form, Scenario B creates a sharp and sudden shift from designated
growth to rural/farm/conservation in that area, without the buffer that exists on the other edges
of town.

From a lived-experience perspective, most residents already feel a natural transition as they
leave the dense center of town—marked by an increased speed limit and a visually more open,
rural environment. Recognizing this distinctive shift in character by creating a transitional
zone would not only better reflect the reality of the area but also allow the town to maintain
more oversight when it comes to zoning and development along this edge of the community.

Thank you for the opportunity to contribute, and for your careful consideration of how these
scenarios will shape the future character of our town.

Sincerely,

Nathan Hintze

Arrowhead Dr. 

-- 
Nathan Hintze
Phone: 307-349-2504

mailto:nathanhintze@gmail.com
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From: Cassandra Cook
To: Plan Brunswick
Subject: Growth Area Designations
Date: Monday, September 29, 2025 6:34:40 PM

Dear Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee,

I am writing to voice my support for Option A in the designation of Limited/Transitional
Growth and High-Growth areas of Brunswick.

I live in the Mckeen Street Landing area on the West side of Brunswick. In Option A this area
is designated as Limited Growth. The area is closer to rural areas and every other rural area
has a transitional growth zone abutting it, not a high-growth area.

I acknowledge the need for more housing in Brunswick and the surrounding area but per the
goals of the Comprehensive Plan, it seems that Option A offers a more balanced approach and
allows for more flexibility moving forward. 

If Brunswick adopts a larger designated growth area there is no turning back. In my opinion, it
is much better to adopt a more conservative approach and not to overwhelm areas which have
previously not been overly developed. I am concerned about developers who are only
interested in squeezing the most profit out of their projects using the High-Growth designation
to build housing that is of too high a density and not in keeping with the surroundings and with
no concern for the current residents of these areas.

Option A allows the town and its citizens to have a bit more say in how the town grows and I
believe that should be a top priority.

Thank you for your work and your consideration.

Sincerely,

Cassandra Cook
1 Windorf Circle
Brunswick, ME
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From: Meghan Roberts
To: Plan Brunswick
Subject: public comment for Steering Committee meeting on October 9
Date: Monday, September 29, 2025 8:07:00 PM

Hello,

I am writing to submit my public comment to the steering committee regarding the growth
area scenario maps that were discussed at the September 4th meeting. 

I strongly prefer scenario A. I find the designated growth area of scenario B too aggressive,
especially in light of the amount of local control we might or might not retain in the
designated growth areas. 

If the committee is leaning toward scenario B, I would like to suggest that the transitional
growth zone on the west side of town begin at Greenwood road or the CMP lines so that the
O'Donnell, Woodside, Arrowhead and Meredith neighborhoods be categorized as transitional
rather than designated growth areas. All other edges of town have a transitional growth zone
proposed except the west area that starkly transitions in scenario b from designated growth to
rural/farm/conservation with no transition. A more gradual transition would preserve the
character of these neighborhoods and retain more town control in the zoning and development
of this transitional par of town.

Thank you for considering my input.

All the best,
Meghan Roberts
20 Arrowhead Drive
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James Dealaman

From: Jen Baldwin <jalicebaldwin@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 1, 2025 2:28 PM
To: Plan Brunswick
Subject: Woodside area

 
 
Hello, 
I live in the Arrowhead development and am very concerned with the housing that is being built next to me. The opƟon 
of limited growth for the area is so much more in line with what this community needs, as it is outside of town. 
Sustaining the traffic and populaƟon increase in this area will negaƟvely impact this area and cause safety concerns as 
well.  Please do not accept an unlimited growth plan to happen here. 
Thank you so much. 
Jen Baldwin Mackey 
 
---------- 
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From: Aaron Laflamme
To: Plan Brunswick
Subject: Transitional Growth” Designation for Growstown Area
Date: Wednesday, October 1, 2025 9:43:50 PM

Dear Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee,

Like many of our neighbors, we’re writing to ask that the Town designate our 
neighborhood as a “Transitional Growth” or limited growth area (our neighborhood 
includes the portions of the Growstown area that are south of Greenwood Road and 
east of Church Road and Woodside Road).

We live at 40 Arrowhead Dr. My family and I moved to Arrowhead three years ago after 
living outside of Maine and Midcoast for a number of years. We are, and continue to be, 
excited to live in this community. This area is uniquely situated to take advantage of 
Brunswick’s rural landscape as well as its local businesses and community services. And 
we feel fortunate to have access to both. Plus, great neighbors, proximity to conserved land 
and trails, and the ability to access downtown easily by bicycle.

I understand that you are determining which portions of town to designate for “Transitional 
Growth” or limited growth, and which portions to leave for “Growth” beyond what 
Brunswick’s zoning ordinance currently allows. Whether you choose “Scenario A”, 
“Scenario B”, or something else, the key is this: please apply a “Transitional Growth” or 
limited growth designation to the Growstown area south of Greenwood Road and east of 
Church Road and Woodside Road. 

This portion of town sits between densely built-up and rural areas. It is a gateway to the 
most rural parts and of Brunswick, and has already experienced periods of intense 
development in the 80s and 90s. Failing to designate this area as a transitional or limited 
growth area would only further extend development into more rural areas that also have 
Brunswick’s most vulnerable natural resources, like the Mare Brook watershed and Maquoit 
Bay. 

For context, other similar neighborhoods with large residential developments abutting both 
rural areas and the downtown corridor, like Meadowbrook, would be designated as 
“Transitional Growth” or limited growth under both scenarios you’ve considered. So too 
should our area because it shares the same characteristics and creates a buffer between 
dense and mixed use development and rural areas. Transitional Growth allows 

mailto:aaron.t.laflamme@gmail.com
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development consistent with zoning ordinances that were designed over time to deliver 
smart and effective land use planning. We see no reason to undo the years of work 
creating these ordinances that have shaped our neighborhood for the better.

If you don’t designate this area for Transitional Growth, you will be changing the character 
of this area by opening it to growth with few limits. You will be giving up the town’s ability to 
apply its full zoning requirements in this area. 

We understand that you have many details to consider as you advance our community’s 
planning. Please enable reasonable growth while protecting the Growstown area, by 
applying a “Transitional Growth” or limited growth designation to the  area south of 
Greenwood Road and east of Church Road and Woodside Road.

Thank you,

Aaron Laflamme and Laura Hartz
40 Arrowhead Dr.
Brunswick
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From: Christina R
To: Plan Brunswick
Cc: genoring1993@gmail.com
Subject: Transitional Growth Designation for Growstown Area
Date: Thursday, October 2, 2025 1:30:27 PM

Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee
Town of Brunswick

Re: “Transitional Growth” Designation for Growstown Area

Dear Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee:

Like many of our neighbors, I’m writing because the Town should apply a “Transitional 
Growth” or limited growth designation to the portions of the Growstown area that are 
south of Greenwood Road and east of Church Road and Woodside Road.

We live at 40 Willow Grove, in Brunswick.  We just moved from 6 Arrowhead Drive 
over the summer after we learned of the potential development behind our neighborhood.  
We had lived there for 25 years–raised our family but after learning about the development, 
we decided that this would not be the same quiet neighborhood we have been used to.  We 
always took advantage of the beautiful walking trails behind our home and the access to 
the Brunswick Area Land Trust. That was taken away from us when Wyley Enterprises 
decided to clear cut the land behind us (with no warning) and bypass all the regulations 
needed for a building permit. 

I understand that you are determining which portions of town to designate for “Transitional 
Growth” or limited growth, and which portions to leave for “Growth” beyond what 
Brunswick’s zoning ordinance currently allows. Whether you choose “Scenario A”, 
“Scenario B”, or something else, the key is this: apply a “Transitional Growth” or limited 
growth designation to the Growstown area south of Greenwood Road and east of Church 
Road and Woodside Road. 

This portion of town sits between the built-up and rural areas. Other similar 
neighborhoods, like Meadowbrook, would be designated as “Transitional Growth” or limited 
growth under both scenarios you’ve considered. The Growstown area should similarly be 
designated as “Transitional Growth” in the new plan. Transitional Growth allows 
development consistent with zoning ordinances. 

mailto:christinaring35@gmail.com
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If you don’t designate this area for Transitional Growth, you will intentionally be 
changing the character of this area forever by opening it to growth with few limits. This is 
not necessary, and it is not appropriate. You will be giving up the town’s ability to apply its 
full zoning requirements in this area. I spoke with Julie Erdman at the proposed 
development on October 2nd. I urge the board to consider not only what is “legal” for 
building in Brunswick but to be mindful of its future with regards to growth etc. 

I understand that you have many details to consider as you advance our community’s 
planning. Please enable reasonable growth while protecting the Growstown area, by 
applying a “Transitional Growth” or limited growth designation to the area south of 
Greenwood Road and east of Church Road and Woodside Road. This is extremely 
important as Brunswick continues to grow at rapid speed.

Sincerely,
Christina and Geno Ring
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From: Carlos Navarro <navarro8384@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 2, 2025 4:06 PM
To: Town Council <towncouncil@brunswickme.gov>
Subject: Remove Thomas pt rd from growth areas

Subject: Request to Remove Thomas Point Road Area from Growth Area
Designation

Dear [Chair / Planning Director / Town Council Members],

I hope this message finds you well. I am writing as a resident of Thomas
Point Road (or neighborhood in question) to respectfully request that the
Thomas Point Road area be removed from the proposed “growth area”
designation in the upcoming growth area discussion (Agenda Item 131,
October 6, 2025). 

My concerns are rooted in several issues—environmental, infrastructural,
and quality-of-life—that I believe make this area unsuitable for higher-
density growth. Below are my main arguments and requests:

Key Concerns & Arguments

1. Infrastructure & Services Overload

mailto:navarro8384@gmail.com
mailto:towncouncil@brunswickme.gov


Our roads (Thomas Point Road, adjacent side streets) are narrow,
winding, and difficult to upgrade without major disruption. They
were built for low-density development, not for increased traffic.

Utilities (sewer, water, drainage, stormwater systems) in this area
are already at or near capacity. More growth would strain them
further, risking failures or expensive upgrades borne by residents
or the town.

Emergency response times (fire, ambulance, police) may grow
longer if traffic and density increase—especially given limited
access points on and off Thomas Pt Rd.

2. 
3. Environmental Risks & Character Preservation

The area around Thomas Point Road includes fragile ecosystems,
wetlands, shorelines, and wildlife habitats. Increased
development would increase impervious surfaces, runoff,
pollution, and erosion risks.

Preserving existing rural and scenic character is important to
many residents; a growth overlay risks altering the ambiance,
viewscapes, and overall sense of place.

4. 
5. Precedent & Equity Concerns

Designating Thomas Pt Rd as growth area may set a precedent
for further encroachment in rural areas, reducing meaningful
buffer zones and undermining sensible planning boundaries.

Growth should be focused in places that are already well served
by infrastructure (near town center, existing services) rather than
extending into peripheral, less-suited zones.

6. 



7. Lack of Community Support / Input

To my knowledge, few or no residents on Thomas Point Road
expressed support for inclusion in a growth area.

It would be more equitable to allow more robust community
engagement, detailed impact studies (traffic, environmental,
financial), and a moratorium until those are complete.

8.

Requested Action

Remove the Thomas Point Road area entirely from the proposed
growth area map.

Require that any future proposals to expand growth areas include
comprehensive impact assessments (traffic, environmental, cost) and
significant public engagement.

Favor redevelopment or infill within already developed parts of
Brunswick, rather than expansion into less suitable zones.

Consider overlay zones or conservation buffers to protect sensitive
areas if any development is proposed nearby.

I appreciate the Council’s efforts to plan for responsible growth, balance



development and conservation, and include public voices in the process. I
urge you to give serious weight to these concerns and to uphold the
integrity and livability of the Thomas Point Road area by removing it from
the growth area designation.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I am happy to meet, provide
further documentation, or testify at the upcoming hearing.
Keep this in the public record 

Sincerely,

Mrs Jennifer Navarro
3056083167



From: christadw23@aol.com
To: Plan Brunswick
Subject: Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee Feedback
Date: Monday, October 6, 2025 11:24:42 PM

Hello,

I am writing to submit my public comment to the steering committee regarding the
growth area scenario maps that were discussed at the September 4th meeting.  

I have some concerns about the scenario B map.  Currently, in that plan, there does
not appear to be a transitional growth zone on the west side of town unlike similar
fringe areas.  This leaves the area of  Woodside Rd, closest to the Brunswick
Topsham Land Trust open to higher levels of development.  The effects of such
development could be very detrimental to the local wildlife, potentially introduce
invasive species from an increase of ornamental landscaping, and as the Woodside
Rd area sits at a higher elevation than lands immediately to the east, this will
cause increase pollution to local wetlands, streams, and in turn Maquoit Bay. Like
many Brunswick residents, I greatly enjoy the use of the land trust property, taking
walks, picking blueberries with my children, and our visits to the farmers market
during the warmer months.  I'm concerned that greater development would also
increase light and noise pollution, changing the aesthetic of this peaceful area. For
these reasons, I would ask the committee to go with scenario A. If the committee is
leaning toward scenario B, I would request that the transitional growth zone on the
west side of town begin at Greenwood road or the CMP lines so that the O'Donnell,
Woodside, Arrowhead and Meredith neighborhoods be categorized as transitional
rather than designated growth areas. 

Thank you for taking the time to listen to my input.

Sincerely,
        
        Lynn Robertson
        Brunswick Resident
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From: Bill Tivenan
To: Plan Brunswick
Subject: Please replace my earlier comments with this email if possible Thank you.
Date: Tuesday, October 7, 2025 1:13:23 PM

Bill Tivenan
1 Windorf Circle 
Brunswick

Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee
Town of Brunswick

Dear Plan Steering Committee:

My name is Bill Tivenan. I am writing to provide public comments on
determining developmental growth areas in Brunswick. 

My wife and I love living here, especially in our part of the McKean St
Landing. Our home was once part of Naval housing. It is a compact and
comfortable area of small homes. Thornton Oaks senior housing and
forested town and conservation lands are to our South.  A number of large
subdivisions are now being proposed or are already being built in this area
of town. I believe this has compelled the Town Council to consider a
"pause" for certain types of housing development.   

I am hopeful that now is the time for the Steering Committee to make
equitable decisions about how our community moves forward with sensible
development.  Areas A or B are only lines on a map. Moving forward please
consider incremental or transitional steps to sensible growth. It is not
uncommon for a coastal town like Brunswick to "pump the brakes" and step
back from certain types of increased growth (ie. see Yarmouth, Falmouth
and Freeport to name a few places). 

When making your recommendations also please keep in mind the adopted
Brunswick Climate Action Plan. (see below)

mailto:billtivenan@gmail.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=3fabf684fe4a425399327993435a6893-e023b98d-4c


We are a growing town with many families and a sizable senior population.
Everyday I see dog walkers, people exercising, hikers/ramblers and families
taking part in any number of activities.  The fact is that we are moving too
quickly to develop Brunswick, especially West and South of town. I
understand that we are in a transitional period – population growth and
additional housing are pressing needs. Still, I am optimistic that we can all
work together for common sensible solutions that do not compromise the
quality of life we so dearly enjoy in our community. 

Thank you all for the hard work you are doing on this matter.

Sincerely,
Bill Tivenan

Please See:
Brunswick Climate Action Plan that sets forth several strategies to consider
for housing developments. To name a few –

2.2.3. Explore options to deter and restrict the construction of
large fossil fuel burning facilities. 
6.3.2. Encourage the creation of neighborhoods that cluster a
diversity of housing types within walking distance of goods
and services and in connection to public transportation. 

 

This email has been scanned for spam and viruses by Proofpoint Essentials. Click here to
report this email as spam.

https://us3.proofpointessentials.com/app/report_spam.php?mod_id=11&mod_option=logitem&report=1&type=easyspam&k=k1&payload=53616c7465645f5f7e4d991dc0fc06773f41ba37062f6be924abdb47b247c4e7e43a62d34417523e11ffb446e3d1a7e386845ca739ad6b956cdbb68040fc2e5aaf1697f126669fc6bdbad04600aa89549da5051799d7d099c6c3e8d667c4f58d3f318b19363b6b3beaea7ee72e2f3ebde8587cff497e17a8206d49cc671900afa34a2624ddc8e8c306e6b36d2b7227d90104bbc9d58d3f9db4073b37a559e01c


-----Original Message----- 

From: Jen Baldwin <jalicebaldwin@yahoo.com>  

Sent: Tuesday, September 9, 2025 6:27 PM 

To: Plan Brunswick <planbrunswick@brunswickme.gov> 

Subject: Woodside rd area 

 

 

 

Hello, I live in the Arrowhead development in Brunswick. 

I am very concerned with the development that is happening next to this. 

 

Please designate the area east of Woodside rd for “limited growth residential “. 

 

Thank you, 

Jen Baldwin Mackey 

 

 

 

 

---------- 
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From: Olivia Griset
To: Plan Brunswick
Subject: Need for “Transitional Growth” Designation for Growstown Area
Date: Wednesday, October 8, 2025 8:20:04 AM

Dear Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee:
My name is Olivia Griset and I am a homeowner  and raising my family on Woodside
Rd.  You should apply a “Transitional Growth” or limited growth designation to the portions
of the Growstown area that are south of Greenwood Road and east of Church Road and
Woodside Road. As those of us living in the area know, it is on the western fringes of town, in
an area that gradually turns from built-up to rural. This is where services like streetlighting,
town water, and sewer end; we are beyond the range of sidewalks. If you live in our
neighborhood, you know that it’s dark at night, we hear owls and coyotes I understand that at
your September 4 meeting you considered two “options” or scenarios for future growth in
town. While the two scenarios differ in various ways, the portion that concerns me and my
neighbors is the treatment of this area on the western edge of town.

Under Scenario A, our neighborhood would be designated for “Limited Growth” or
“Transitional Growth” – an appropriate designation given the existing landscape. Transitional
Growth allows development consistent with our town’s zoning ordinances. A Transitional
Growth designation is also consistent with the treatment proposed for other similar
neighborhoods at the edge of town, like the Meadowbrook area which is designated as
Transitional Growth under both scenarios.

By contrast, Scenario B would designate our area for unlimited growth, with no area of
transitional growth intervening between unlimited growth and rural preservation areas. Areas
that are designated for growth, without being designated by the town as “Transitional” or
“limited” growth, will no longer be subject to the specifics of our town’s zoning ordinance. 

While this may be appropriate for any portion of the town where you want to see limitless
growth, it’s obviously wrong as applied to our part of town. An unlimited growth designation
for this area is thoughtless and inconsistent with the local character.

It is appropriate for the Committee to balance development and preservation of our local
way of life, by applying a Transitional Growth or limited designation to the portions of the
Growstown area that are south of Greenwood Road and east of Church Road and Woodside
Road. This will allow reasonable development on terms that can be compatible with our
neighborhood, while providing ample opportunity for new development throughout town.

Thank you so much for considering my comments-
Olivia Griset
31 Woodside Rd
Brunswick Maine

mailto:ogriset@gmail.com
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TOWN OF BRUNSWICK COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE STEERING COMMITTEE
DRAFT MEETING SUMMARY 

September 4, 2025

MEMBERS PRESENT: Fred Koerber (Co-Chair), Alison Harris, Catherine Ferdinand, Meghan 
Kissling, Larissa Darcy, Steve Weems (Town Council, District 7), Steve Walker, Emilie Schmidt 
Howell (Chair)

MEMBERS ABSENT: Marcy McGuire, Lisa Trombley, Sande Updegraph (Town Council, District
4)

STAFF PRESENT: Julie Erdman, Director of Planning and Development, Jimmy Dealaman, 
Principal Planner

Vice Chair Koerber called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM and called the roll. There were no 
adjustments to the agenda or correspondence.

Public Comment
The following members of the public spoke:

Tony Sprig

Approval of Minutes
Minutes will be approved at a future meeting.

Discussion about MOCA Responses to Questions
Jimmy Dealaman and Steve Weems recapped the listening session they attended with the Maine 
Office of Community Affairs to discuss concerns related to the new state law which is affecting the 
zoning in the Draft Plan. The rules related to the law will be circulating in early October, followed 
by a comment period, and the final rules in January or February.

Continued Discussion - Growth/Rural Area Boundary
Jimmy Dealaman summarized a memo from staff analyzing possible unintended consequences of 
shrinking the Growth Area, in which the staff determines that there are not any potential concerns 
with shrinking the Growth Area.

Jimmy Dealaman presented two different scenarios for the Growth Area, scenario A and scenario B. 
Scenario A includes areas around Pleasant Street, Maine Street, and Bath Road. Scenario B includes 
those areas in addition to various other parcels. The committee discussed the individual areas where 
the maps differ, the new state law, and the terms “limited growth” and “transitional.”

Motion to adopt a version of Scenario B which will include in addition to the gray areas, the 
other areas discussed tonight: everything discussed to the west of the airport, the Range Road, 
Parcel B, the Industrial Park Area, the Bath Road connection, the hospital area, and the area 
to the east of the airport that was previously included in Scenario A.

Larissa Darcy
Second Catherine Ferdinand



2

Motion to title the discussed zone a Transitional Zone rather than a Limited Growth Zone.
Emilie Schmidt
Second Alison Harris

All motions were withdrawn in favor of having staff draw up new maps showing the discussed 
changes.

Other Business
Staff is continuing to synthesize public comment to make recommendations to the committee. 
Jimmy Dealaman asked the committee for feedback on the logo used in the draft Comprehensive 
Plan. The committee discussed and was fine with using the shared version of the logo.

Motion to Adjourn:
Larissa Darcy
Second Alison Harris
Unanimous

NEXT MEETING: October 9, 2025
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Suggestions Gleaned from Public Feedback Staff Recommendation (blue text denotes staff suggested changes to Draft Comp Plan):

Suggestion for a defined schedule for attaining goals (e.g. 1,3,5,10 
years) (and move to body of report)

Staff recommend moving the implementation matrix out of the Appendix and into the Draft Plan document starting on page 128 (making this the last pages of Plan)

Regarding the request to define a detailed  schedule of accomplishing recommendations (in the Implementation Matrix) Staff advise against including too much detail 
(e.g.,  specifying exactly how many years for accomplishing a recommendation ), as many  will require separate planning, project management, and individual 
workplans to set timeframes for accomplishment. Too much detail in this plan could conflict with project schedules. However staff recommend the following to help 
provide more detail.
Adding sentence to Implementation matrix summary that states: "Timeframes set by this matrix are generally defined as follows: Short (1-3 years), Mid (4-6 years), 
Long (7-10+ years) and ongoing (thoughout all timeframes). "

At the request of the committee, staff plans to move the About PlaceTypes section (pp. 38-41 to the Appendix and will replace examples outside of Brunswick with 
local ones. Staff will add a reference note on page 45 indicating that more information on Placetypes can be found in the Appendix.

Requiring development to build placemaking elements (like parks and 
community spaces)

Staff recommend updating Action E.18 to state (additions in blue):
"Require development of a certain size to maintain usable green space, and require rural developments to follow Open Space standards. Usable green space might be 
used to promote outdoor public community elements such as park space, gathering/event space, functional recreation space or other placemaking amenities like 
benches, picnic tables, playgrounds, splash pads, etc. "

Require that all multifamily residential provide streets and sidewalks 
that connect with adjacent land (connect the street grid) and provide 
ample green space

Staff recommend adding a new ongoing action under Safe and Connected Streets (Under G Actions) which states:
"Explore opportunities that promote a gridded street network, and engaging vibrant streetscapes. Connect neighborhoods, developments, and expand 
interconnectedness throughout the Town for all users."

To support LIHTC projects, specifying a priority to develop more 
affordable housing in areas of town that particularly ripe for 
transformation (e.g. "transform" areas.) and clearly stating a timeline. 
Suggested language: "Brunswick is focused on facilitating the 
development of affordable housing in the coming decade, especially 
within the areas of town that have been labeled as particularly in need 
of transformation."

Staff recommend adding a new ongoing action B.11 under Housing Development Initiatives that states:
" In Growth Areas, prioritize affordable housing development in close proximity to public transit. "

Area G – Transportation (Page 116)– Does having a system of electric 
vehicle charging stations belong in Area G? (reference EV as per the 
Climate Action Plan)

Staff recommend adding a new short term and ongoing action under Quality of Life (Under G Actions)that states:
" Explore expanding the Town’s regulatory toolkit, investment, or other partnership opportunities to grow the electric vehicle charging infrastructure to meet demands 
of users living, working, or visiting Brunswick. "

is there a need to the land acquisitio chart on page 45 Staff recommend removing the land acquisition table from page 88. The Anticipated Capital Investments can summarize these anticipated acquisitions instead in the 
text instead of making them the focus of this page. 

add accountability plan to town website 
Town project list

Staff recommend adding sentence to Implementation matrix summary that states:
"Each lead agency should monitor implementation of these action strategies on an annual basis and communicaate yearly action accomplishments to the Planning 
and Development Department. The Planning and Development Department will  periodically update the Town Council on implementation progress. "

bike lanes downtown,  painted lines, bus shelters at each bus stop Staff recommend updating Action G.5 to state (additions in blue):
"Explore locations for Add additional new  bus shelters and additional amenities like  to include  bike racks . , and defined bike lanes where feasible throughout the 
Town "

explore opportunities encouraging for fee-in-lieu or impact fee for larger 
scale converted uses

To address these concerns, staff recommend focusing a recommendation on the types of growth being sought and where. Future amendments during a 
comprehensive zoning update can focus on what uses to include or not include and where.
If the committee is interested in having an action below is a possible new (short term and ongoing) recommendation that could go under Strategic Local Economic 
Development as Action D.11

"Prioritize active commercial uses and higher density in areas adjacent to major commercial corridors and mix use zoning districts."

revisit executive summary and lessons learned (rewrite in 1st person 
and personal to Brunswick)

Staff will rewrite the executive summary and lessons learned in first person and make it read as more personalized. The draft plan will be updated to include this for 
review at the November meeting. 

more info on watershed plan expanding priority list First, to respond to the committee's discussion about referencing other Town plans, staff will update the draft comprehensive plan with links to the Climate Action Plan 
and Watershed Management Plan, etc. and believe this will suffice. Staff advise not to attach other plans to the Appendix given that they are separate policy 
documents. Adding a separate plans to the Appendix  may also present issues if those plans are ever amended in the future.

Staff believe the current actions as written which describe implementing the Climate Action Plan (Action E.14) and Marebrook Watershed Management Plan (Action 
E.1) are sufficient and additional summary of what they contain is uncessary. Staff advise not to summarize some of the priorities from each document because it may 
give a disproportionate amount of focus on certain priorities and not others.

CPUSC Discussion Topics to Revisit (last discussed at 8/21/2025 CPUSC Meeting)
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